Depr Reg. - L
Tercowith another inntolnent of Tillt's letter dd. 28rd Wov.l941.
I hepe they have proved interesting so for...

PART 1V, _

"The next doy we were told thot we were off up into the line and
tad to pull down omr hivvies. Ve sltorted after morning perade, end it
wos 8 sod moment, Tow wlilke o Iittle huran hobitotion o bivey ic when
his tent is off! What on indecent exposure of priveate belonpgings! It was
aimost o8 if en idle, woyword womom whipped off her dross im the strect
and shoubed,*Letts swing ity bBorzl® What o losiing, wiwt o scrimuge -
all dayl Chorlie and thet huge Americon or pscuda- Amewicon did all my
chores Lor me, I thinkt thot they feit they wore losing me for pood.
What geod feliows and whot en exarmple to Iorry the Lork,

We slept®over the hill® snd et dowe storted off on our lomg trek,
The whole Regiment. We ware in the newly formed "D" Treop with 18 pdrae.,
Ves, my som, we ore that - and 1910 models too! Un ond on and on.
Sgept ot o ploece ealled Toola {s0 mony obvicus joles nhout itz nomenw
clnturel) Dok, Jigger, Chorlies, John Jichmen and I went Por a lovely swim,
Onyon, the next morning, Then Vermin and I were detailed to get potrol
for the Datteroy. We siopred at e Trile and then woited and woited = Ffor
petrol ond grense and 0il, ond made o potrol fire on the side of the road
to hrew dea withe I drove and Ossie Thomos, old Beetle Drowy sob Deside
me. On ~nd one Wo turned south from yourtreduplicated lobinl” { a Walf-Dlume
if vou decivher thatl) ond we had tralflfic bloshs in the derk = hot I gave
it o tonk with our three~tommer and the moil wend throurhl™ Ruszell wos
in front; Vernmin second cnd I third,y snd when we hed seen the lasd of the
Englishmen twn off we had dhe road 4o ourselves, end did we give it o tonk?
Tlat out over the finttest combry I've over scon. Vormis drew off 4he rood
and sirnalled me overy, for he said Ris cor hed petered out, Seo I tore afier
Russell and in the dorl smd clowds of dusd srrived 6% the regirmatal cutspon.

erawled abould and ob lagt cane bp "UY Troop. Ve shored oub our roatior
all the gear end ncxt morning, beeowse Bulcher hod gome ahead with the
reece party, I wvas Troop Looder end hiwd o drive in aa 8-cwbe Dodge. Jimmy
Moodie drove and I got nll the blokes oub ot 7 and drove up to the storting
place long before 'Ehe eﬂomra were read 5?:I agiked E:ac}"‘gen_-sc-nn(imte? in
Addizon's ploce, alier Dick hod gonc rz-,wu,y} whom I shoule folliovw. fle snid
"Capt. HocNeh, ocur new Dettory Captoim,® OfF we drove in great style but,
after o mile up camie Lance Knighty, o Don R, with a big scowl. "Sgie Poyn?
Who told you %o go in fromi?® ‘Nr MocPhersom," I replied sweectly. He rode
on up o the front bus to check on me and, petbing the veply thot all was
well, rode back to report fio lr Perrylll ¥ e reckened hs should have heen
in frontl Aren't we & goy porty.

Heiieb stopped ot o point on the road ond called for all treop leaders,
We come up ond he gove US... Y8, you've guessed it... the Pitcher. Quite
rightl We were to "strile off into the dasert, beoring 260degrees, ond
the troops were te trovel in dismond formation. 700 yds. hedween weehiclkleslt
8f7 we sel, me ond P Troop the fremb, risght lem of the diomond. It wos most
impressive ond I rode ont on the rumnins hoard every time we came {to o
slight elevasie. The portef and our traoilers moved like cruigers ploushing
their way throuch o flot sce. A huge gpune of dust rose fronm eoch, ond
feothered ond opemed oad clouded oub, meling us look like so monv metbaora
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meteors moving forward, Full morks to old McHabl M e got us to lerry's
rendezvous, 03 miles by specdometer, without a hitch. When he came to
wodils the digmond broke mp &s the vohicles swvung in 4o ¢ross b the only
nlace they cou 1ld, end then opened ocut agoine

Yo halted ond then I hed encther cheonge, Got into Stead's S=tonner
and off e moved in the dark to our positions. It was Ydrichky going for
we hod to go thwrouch @ nminefiled im the ddri. Ve 28ll got throngh OK cxeept
one oFf"D" Dattery's buses that fouled o mino. Moonme killed, Then our
S=tommer got o slov puncture. Stead ashed if theytd weit 10 minutes to let
us pump HDe Lorry soidy"No. You'll have to puap when you Set o chancel”
It went £lat 8o we ztoppedy drew off and prepared to chanse the tyre.
Te did snd just gab there. I% would have heen goofy to try to coteh aup with
a couvoy miles chead, in the derf. Jarry hed to come Dachk 6% 2 2.0 to
lend uzs clong. I drowsed in tho hack of the hus in exguisite torture,
Iying on o turntable ond mets, ond Doxes and Lins.

At 4ensme we Stopped. when I heord Lorry's guerulous voice,

"Where is the begeon? I trovellced bhack 10,2 miles and it should be here.
Where has it gone?? I couldn't refrain, end I know it wes cruel, but I
vamwmed, turned over om my Procrusitean bed and shoubted,Wear is jou
heacon, Dansie?". He never swiled agaim, At dawn next morning we wole up
to Find the beacon 200vds. from ¢s, standing oulb like conine teat btickles!)
Poor Torryl Anyway we drove on #C owr gum positions =~ pulled off, pulled
hack and then palled in, Then we hed to work to dig slit dtrenches, gun
A A an? orme-pit camoufloge. Then we hied o place 4o glesp ing We had our
Betommer sent Dock to the wagon lines and Tept the hood. With a taroauviin
over it, it mode o snus ond happy home = bab not for long..!

{+a he contivmed.)



Dear Rog,
Terewith cnother instelnent of Bill Pryn's letier doted the

29rd Bovernheryl9%leecccanevsacse

HAg we strode dowvn o little alleyway, I come upon o biny little

Gypoo girl, chout three, indescribably dirty, vith & foce black ns ¢onl
dust, and enting on overripe dotes fhe was dregsed in o pitiful 1ittle
smoch: and her heandgon top, wos cnerusted with & festering mess of
ringwornl I bentd over arnd said,Vou poor little digoeri She looked up
at me and pmiled ond whielk) im o {trice, 1li%te o 1ittle omthropomorphic
treck frog, had grabbed the forefinger of my right hond. Then, ouite
contendt, omd rmeching her datey she held one. I was mmite embarrassed,
especinlly as o crovd colleciode 01d dames ond crones ond gossips!

I conidntd "j}?f'mcaga-* roughlyy zo I bent dowm and gently disengored her
Linrers one by oncs Buby whick! Dammitld The tree Lropg had gusbbed the
forefinger of »v other hend! Fewwos o thingl I weited for somo time.
Then on old harridan, pensing ry prodicomend, oncesd her tecthless mouth
ond, throush her womoniy, stregsly beord; yelled "Patecmal? Tn come o

Little.mirl ond vnecrcmpniourly took cony the 1ithie T.71
“gr0Ee went, fot & pud ot B R LN cot te the

bhig bridge over the Wile, with the bronwme licns, it wos clesed to wus,

but moh 4o the river troffic, I wes glrd 4o hove this ehrnee to wnteh

the doings, A whols clugter of dhows end felueccas ond barges were strugsling
to get throughy and what o shouting end jostling end huming ong borins.
The 1ofty sails of the dhaws, only slightly prognont to the noft wofd of
the idle wind, were insufficient to force the grovid ernft throush in dime
and the erev were aireining every nerve and muscley pulling ot ropes

and shoantiang 40 wrpe it Torwerde I wos vouchssfed o glirmse of onecient
Egypty ond I cculd sea how the slgver straimed ot the gallov ocsrg or
tugged ot the pyromid stones. By the way the eymisel ond selfmoching
Coirenes soy thot the Muge brenze liona grording the oporeaches o this
bridee roor Iuadily vhea & virgiwm posses cver itl

Ve got 4o the %os ond Jimry {lever) wos in cesinsies, and goon in
his exwophthalmic comal "0; my Godl Die rooigat apiesi" - the buck, —the
zebras,; the giraffes, the hippes, the eroes’™, Whal g bloody poartyll hod
o drog hin nwey, siving us en hour ond 5 nins. 0 get bach 4o the
Barracks! What o frip. With traffic jems cnd ovsrlosding, we were 15 mins,
lote! Bub it was 00, Ve drov our brens fror the Armouvry, got on o vehiecle
cnd Doonter Deeder {ziel) drove off.

The cop cut us off the convoy snd when we got to the potes the old
ags turned o the right instood of lefts I didmn't care e dormmy Por I wos
able to see fleliopolis, and the Club, ond the Rececourse, An Englishrion
put ua right ond we drove o Meme and slept there the might. John Thompson
coming bach from Tel ol Kebir with the new buses drove his bus right into
o big slit drenchl inother hird knocked over o shithouse in which e Gypno
was stroining! We gove him & Full Diuel! I was with Boklrie {Swort) in the
front bus when we drew out next morbing. It was goy! Our convey wos seven
miles lonz end I loved to geth oub and sitand on the stepy lonking baek
when we gob e the top of o hill to see them toiling nlonr behind,

Its tricky driving clong this roed for the sand, 1like o airen, is
olwoys trying to drog yeour outside wheels inte the desert sands, It
hamoened 4o Dok once, when he loofed boet at o convoy of armourcd cors



‘armoured carg overtoking us. We had a bit of o job getding bnack. ¥

drove fron Holfwoy NAAFT to Amriye, whore we gob petrole Then we drove

into Alcx. and tock on three toms of petrol in tins - oll of use X

goid we vere now & sort of Chollenorts Delivery Cos Tor we had o trumdie

it risht wp to Bl ﬂmﬂf I took: & 4-gail, tim of petrol, gobt it cleoned

ond filled it with woler ot the place where we gob our petrol. Slept

that hight ot the S.A.Transit Comp noor Loke leriyut and had o real good

ﬂmmw for o change ot the Sgle's ond Ve0e's Hess, Membership for 24 hrs.—
» pinstroes? .

Hext morping we pushod off to Durp el Areb, apd I drove on
to Alemein., Russell {Buwrdon) gove us ¥ an howr o go over the hill to
celleet nﬁrmjnﬁ we wanted From cor degogtsy g I heetled sver and pob
gome tins of mmﬁ.mwu This convoy work is gaoys bzt you hove %o Luy your
g7 food =smmuxiyd - procticalily! I supgested to Ruossell that, when he
ennommcad the mext ome he should say, " Volumteors fo comvey work.lo
naupers need apnlyl™ The trin coot me S13C.y n.u.w in foodl On and off
we ﬁmwuwmﬁ@ et Bl Daba, end dump ed our pe ﬂmwu and drove w.wow,,,,, o bmﬁuwmﬁ:
R DN IR G A U 3 S0 r wemmRRE e ;

+ pumecuse — o Zulnw vord moeoning Threnhk froef,

i+0 De eontirnned.)















