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Last Thursday the School held its
annual Remembrance Day Service.
The ceremony is an important day
on the school calendar, as it is
critical that the boys of this
School understand the history they
are a part of. We honour all who
have died in war, but particularly
old boys of this School. It is not a
question of whether the war was
justified or not, it is important to
remember that the individuals
concerned gave their most
precious commodity - their lives.
We try to choose a theme each
year, and this year we
remembered those who died in
the Border War. This was a
conflict that many of us still
remember well. South Africans of
my generation spent many months
doing what was called National
Service. I spent two years of my
life in the Army, and they were
not easy. I am not ashamed to say
I was in the Army. In my day we
had 3 options. Go to jail, go
overseas or do the time. I chose
the latter, despite my British
birth, as I felt I wanted to remain
in SA and make a change to this
country. I was not going to effect
any changes from London! I
learned a lot whilst in the Army,
and do not regret being there.
Like many South Africans at the
time, being in the Army did not
mean support for the Nationalist
Party and their Apartheid policies. 
 
Likewise Lt Nigel Osborne. Nigel
left DHS in 1975, and was killed in
the Mozambican bush near Mapai
in 1979. He was flying a Puma
helicopter, and was shot down by
Mozambican forces. All 17
personnel on the chopper died
that day. 30 years later a team of
ex soldiers went to the crash site.
The striking feature of this
discovery was the support of the
local community. The local people
bore no ill will towards their
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former enemies, and in fact went
out of their way to assist in
locating and looking after the
crash site. What struck me was
the spirit of reconciliation. These
Mozambicans, who had been
through years of war, poverty,
anger and violence, were now
reaching out to their former
antagonists. It is remarkable, and
very humbling. It is also a big
lesson for South Africans. 
 
The ceremony was as always a
very moving experience, and I
don’t think I can ever listen to the
Last Post without feeling a strong
sense of emotional loss. My thanks
to everyone involved in making
the day so special, but in
particular to Mr Oddy. To the
friends and families of loved ones
who made a special effort to be
with us, thank you. I know that
the sense of loss will never go
away, but I hope that being at a
Ceremony like last week helps to
ease the pain. 
 
This Friday I am to the Premiere
of Spud. I am hugely excited to
see this film. I have seen a trailer,
and spoken to people who have
seen the movie. The consensus is
that it is wonderful film. With
local boy John Van De Ruit as the
writer, DHS Old Boy Ross Garland
as the producer, and Blessing
Xaba, a DHS boy, as one of the
leads, there is also a lot of
personal interest for me in the
film. More next week! 
 
Let’s keep holding thumbs that
the Boks can continue their
winning ways on tour. 
  
“Those who are good with a
hammer think everything is a
nail.”  Abraham Maslow 
 
Have a great week. 
Dave Magner 
Class of 1973 
 

Durban High School
Head Master : Mr David Magner

Upcoming 
Events 

♦ Cricket Awards 
Dinner 

♦ Scholarship 
Presentation 
Evening : 1 Dec 

♦ Final Exam and 
Final Assembly 

 

“Nature gives us 
two ends: one to 
sit on and one to 
think with. Ever 

since then, man’s 
success or failure 

has been 
dependant on the 

one he used 
more.”  

Robert Bloch 
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